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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
February §. 

Subtil Wit is a Natural 

Advantage, as Stupidity 

and Foolifhnefs are great 

Imperfe&tions. When a 

Traytor’s Head is going 
to be cur off at the Block, whofe 
Natural Qualities have attained to 
the higheft degree of Cunning, we 
ufually admire the Policy that is in 
him, and only abhor the ill ufe he 
made of it. But A@tions performed 
feparate from all ill Crimes, are fo 
beautiful, that they even charm the 
Eye where-ever it beholds them. 
The frequent Vilits 1 make to the 
publick Schools bring to my Apart- 
ment three times in the Year a great 
Number of young Scholars, who 
grow rich by the help of their Pen, 
and the Art of dealing in Epiftles 
Dedicatory. It cannot be denied 
that fuch Youths have a fort of Wit, 
and a kind of Sagacity, which isa 
natural Perfection, that may be ad- 


mired in fome re{pects, tho’ it oughs 
to be rejected by reafon of the crafty 
Fallacies they often make ufe of, 
Senfible Men do nor equally cenfure 
thefe little Authors, who being very 
poor, and allowed no Penfions from 
their Parents or the Publick, cannot 
maintain themfelves. in Play, and 
buying the {mall Trincklets they fo 
much delight in, any other way than 
by the Produ@tions of their Brain. 
This ferves to excufe their running 
abroad and prefenting their Works 
at the Doors of almoft every Houfe 
and Coach they come to; it is no 
wonder to me that their Pieces fhould 
be divided into fo many Tomes de- 
dicated to fo many different Perfons. 
Upon Sr. Stephen’s, S:. Fobn the E- 
vangelilt’s and the Innocents Day I 
had feveral Copies of Verfes.and En- 
comiums dedicated to me ;.fome in 
Folio, fome in Quarto, and others 
in Oétavo, but none of the Books 
exceeded fixteen Pages; molt of thefe 
Pieces were delivered by the Boys 
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of the Blue Coat Hofpital. 1 order’d 
all the Youths as they came_to be 
fent up to my Study, where I enqui- 
red into their way of ‘Trathck in 
Dedications and the Stratagems they 
made ufé of to put off their Works. 
One told me he had three fhort Epi- 
ftles, of about fix Lines each, ready 
made for three fortsof People, very 
different in Quality and Merit, to 
add to his Treatife, wnich contain’d 
a whole Sheet in Octavo ; and that 
he madeche.moft-ufe of thas which 
he fyuund turned to the beft Account, 
for he faid the Prefs-was kept ftatd- 
ing to make Alterations every Day 
as he pleafed ; and accordingly he 
dedicated the moft ro thofe who 
made the greateft Confumption. | 
gave him a Shilling, and highly 
commended him for his Ingenuity 
and Diligence. The next who came 
fiid he had prepared a Paper of 
Verfes which he look’d upon asa 
great Panegyrick, but fupprefs'd it 
when he heard that the Party of 
Men, to whom he intended to dedi- 
cate that Poem were out of favour 
at Court ; but that he had changed 
the Panegyrick and the ftrain of his 
Subject ro thofe who were now in 
Power. I chid him, and told him 
he was a young Hypocrite, a meer 
Time-ferver. Sir (replied he) I only 
follow the Example of the Age, and 
do no morethan what | fee Men of 
Figure act every Day. | difpatch'd 
him, and ask’d the third Youth after 
what manner he proceeded in get- 
ting off his Picces. He told me he 
made a Collection of fixteen Epiftles, 
and caufed them to be printed with- 
out numbering the Pages ; fo that 
he could at Pleafure turn what Epi- 


© 


ftle he pleafed tothe firft Column 
of his Shget, and by that means all 
thofe whom he prefented with his 
Book finding their Names at the be- 
ginning, thought themfelves the 
more obliged to him for it, which 
Method generally brought him in 
Six-pence or ‘Twelve-pence at a 
Houfe. I could not but look upon 
the Lad with Admiration, for his 
innocent though very artful way of 
Trading. Icold him he was like 
my youngeft Grandfon, who having 
writ two {mall Pieces in a Half theet 
each againft the Phyhoufes and 
Dancing Schools, dedicated one part 
of them to the Men, the other to 
the Women. Another bo, *ave me 
a very pleafant Story of ©: ef his 
Schoolfellows, who ina . -m had 
very much and juftly praifé. a Gen- 
tleman, but deprived him of all rhat 
Honour, tho’ he had done nothing 
that deferved it, only becaufe he 
went into the Country without re- 
membring to gratilie him according 
to his Expectation. 1 bid him tell 
his Companion from me, that he 
was a little mercenary Knave. All 
thefe Inftances I look'd upon as very 
lingular,but efpecially theRelation of 
the sth Youth,whofe Letters may ve- 
ry well be call’'d Golden Ones. He 
boafted that he wrote none for lefg 
than two Shillings or Half a Crown ; 
he feldom made any but for Perfons 
of Quality, and who were able to 
pay him well forthem: I found by 
feveral Pieces which he fhewed me, 
they were all a kind of a fhort En- 
comivum upon thofe tc whom they 
were directed, containing an account 
of their fineft Qualities and moft re- 
markable Actions, and many Com- 
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pliments for thofe who afforded him 
but little Matter toenlarge upon I 
askd him from whence he and his 
Companions borrowed all their Co- 
pies ; but here he remained filent. I 
perceived he had too much Wit to 
let me into that Secret, tho’ he was 
not above Sixteen Years of Age. 
After I had brought them all down, 
and made them drink in my Wine- 
Cellar, I difmift them with great Sa- 
tisfaction. Some ingenious People 
wonder how the Youths at St. Paul's, 
the Charter-Houfe, Chriji’s Hoe/pital, 
and other Publick Schools, who are 
but young Scholars, fhould be able 
to write fo many different Encomia- 
fticks that are almoft alike. I do not 
fcruple to take Notice of them, be 
caufe the carly Genius of abuadance 
of them ferves to inform thofe who 
are ignorant of the Charaéter and 
Parts of a Multitude of Youths with- 
in this Town, who will ta’k in their 
greenYcarslike beardedPhilofophers, 
and the Number would be ftill grea- 
ter if a ftricter Difcipline were ob- 
ferved in fome Families than there is 
Benerally practifed. Such fort of 
youngStudents I am for encouraging, 
whofe bright Parts gain them much 
Efteem. I ftyle them the Cherilus’s 
of our Age, and am for rearing up 
fuch tender Plants with all rhe Care 
and Conduét imaginable ; a Plant is 
good that bears fuch timely Fruit. 
The Tree of the Garden of the He/- 
perides.f much talk’d of by the Po- 
ets,was not fo valuable; fince, accor- 
ding to the Greek Scholiaft of great 


Authority, it bore Golden Apples 
only in its feafon, and nor all the 
Year round. A very ingenious Per- 
fon laid down a Rule to me in Vindi- 
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cation of Youths who apply them: 
felves atthe time of their Breaking 
up to the making of Panegyricks and 
Poems, though thev are very tritlin 

things, which reach the ethane ¢ 
am {peaking of. Thefe are his 
Words. ‘* It is well known that 
* young Scholars have fometimes 
* very good Reafons toapply them- 
* felves to fomething that does not 
* appear to be folid ; and thata pri- 
* vate and unknown Duty prevails 
* often without any Injuftice upon a 
* publick and notorious one. ‘Thofé 
Youths whom we blame have per- 
haps good reafon to believe, that in 
order to recover the Gayety of their 
Nature which is fomewhat decayed 
by a coo ftriét Severity either at 
School or at home, it is better tor 
them to compofe Songs than Moral 
and Political Pieces. If it be fo, 
make bold to fay, that they are obli. 

ged to write Songs out of a Moral. 
and Political Principle, and ’tis a 
great picce of Injuftice to blame the 
Occupations of Youth, without 
knowing their Motives and Circum- 
{ftances;, provided they write nothing 
which favours of Obfcenity, or is 
prophane; for that ought not to be 
done,tho’ it fhould tend never fo 
much tothe ripening and improving 
of Nature 


From St. Paul's Coffee-houfe, Feb. 6: 
Spent this Evening at the Philofo- 
phers Table with two Univertity 

Men. Ifind in no Company the 

Perfeétion of Improvement fo much 

as in acompleat Divine; whether it 

be that there is aPartiality irrefiftable 
when I judge of that learned Body, 
or whatever it is, | obferve a won- 
derful 


- 











derful Freedom in their Converfa- 
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tion, and an cafie Hux of Difcourfe, 
without being diltraéted (as I often 
any) in other forts of Societies. Our 
Dean gave an Iaftance of this. He 
was talking the other Day of the 
Difcipline of the Church, and did 


it with fuch excellent Arguments, 
that you would have thought he had 
read allthe Difputes of the Ancients 
upon that Article; befides, his Sub- 
jects were well daprec to the Cir- 
cumftances of the Times. I fiw he 
was not for Arm in‘o any Ex 
tremes on either fide. ¢ avoided 
the Terms of Art that other Perfons 
counted Accomplifhments, and de- 
{cribed the prefent State of the Na- 
tion in fuch proper Terms, that he 
feemed to come up tothe true Senfe 
of our Grievances. I rook the liber- 
ty to tell him, that all he had faid 
was delivered with that Truth and 
Eloquence, which could not be well 
exprefled in fewer Words. He 
{mil’d, and told me he fancy’d I was 
of bis Order, or at leaft of his Senti- 
ments. I gave him to underftand, 
chat I was of his Communion, tho’ 
erhaps I might differ fomewhat 
Rien him in Opinion. This was 
the firft Part of the Conference held 
with my two Univerfity-Men. But 
to Change the Difcourfe in Com- 
mendation of the Sacred Function, 
one of them brought ina Srory of 
a Student at Louvain, who by rea- 
fon of Poverty, ufed forthe Improv- 
ment of hi$ Studies, to read by 
Night by the Light of the Lamps 
that were hung up in Churches or 
the corners of the Streets. I told 
him I remember’d the Relation ;the 
Perfon he fpoke of, was a great ob- 
ftructer of the Licentious Practices 


( 296 ) 


of the Clergy in thofe Countries. 
For being advanced to a Deanery, 
he fet him{clf more than ever, to 
preach by Example, as believing 
\is Endeavours would bring his 
College in the right way. Bur his 
ftri&t courte of Lite was like to have 
coft him dear; for a Canon’s Caon- 
cubine,at whofe Houft he was invi- 
tedto Dinner,gave him Poifon, and 
he had died had not his Phyfirians 
found a prefent Antidote againft ir. 
This bafe Arrcempe made him defit 
trom proceeding inhis Severity. He 
faid that the Deans of Chapters 
were much lefs refponfible for the 
Diforders of the Church, than the 
Bifhops; for the Deans were oblig’d 
to receive thofe whof: Corruptions 
were grown inveterate ; but nothing 
oblig'd the Bifhops or their Vicars, 
ta confer Orders and Benefices (as 
they did) upon infamous Debau- 
chees, Here the two Univerfity-Men 
were {0 ingenious as fo own, that 
Canons long practifed in Drunken- 
nefs and the Picafures of Whoredom 
were notto be reform’d: For (faid 
they) it is infinitely harder to per- 
fwade a Batchelor of fifty Years of 
Age tomarry, than a Widower of 
fixty, who has juft loft his Wife; 
great is the Power of Cuftom. The 
Concubine on her fide finds ir is hard 
to part with her Canon,after havin 
been fo many Years at Bed a 
Board with him. Where thall I go 
(fays fhe) what fhall I do? where 
fhall I find fo good a Mafter,{ good 
2 Table,and fo good a Fire? There. 
fore you'll find her and her Compa- 
nions veryready to oppofe the defign 
of Reformation in the Church; fince 
the Poifon of a Courtezan is as for- 
midable as the Dagger of anAffaiiine. 





as 


Si 
rc 
tc 


Red DPamme gts 


